GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Public Hearing – Budget Amendment Hearing
and
Regular Meeting
May 18, 2016

PUBLIC HEARING – BUDGET AMENDMENT HEARING
Mr. Perrott presented the 2015-2016 Amended Operating Budget.  He reviewed the amended spreadsheet with board members. The increase in the Education Fund was due to us receiving more Title I money this year. The funds from the working cash bond are reflected in the new budget.

PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE AMENDED BUDGET
None.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Audience:  Mrs. Terry Schultz, South Wilmington Village Clerk, was present to ask the board for support from GSW High School.  The Village would like student volunteers to help run Party in the Park, Annual Easter Egg Hunt, park clean-up day, etc.  Mrs. Schultz asked if the sports teams and clubs could volunteer to help out at the park during various events.  She stated that the VFW Park has always supported GSW High School and allows field use for the Girls Softball games.  The Village would appreciate more students volunteering to help out with future events.  Mr. Perrott asked Mrs. Schultz to give him a list of times and events that volunteers are needed. Perrott will work with coaches and GSW students to find volunteers for the Village and VFW Park activities. Perrott also expressed that GSW is very appreciative for use of the ball diamond for the GSW Softball team and the support that the Village of South Wilmington gives to the school.

Mr. Brian McElroy was present and asked Mr. Perrott if he checked into a gas detector or if there was an automatic device to shut off the burners in our Chemistry room on the 2nd floor in the lab area.  Mr. McElroy had asked about the switch at the April meeting.  Mr. Perrott stated he did check into it and there is a gas shut off switch located in the Chemistry room.  The switch meets code and is inspected yearly by the Fire Marshall and the Regional Office of Education.

Correspondence:  GSW High School received a letter from Mrs. Anne Mankowski (parent of a graduating Senior) applauding Mr. Leone, Band Instructor, and the great work he has done for the GSW band.

Mr. Perrott received an informational letter from the Grundy County Farm Bureau about an event being held on Friday, June 10. This invitation provided an opportunity for a board member interested in taking a tour of area farms and greenhouses.  This would be a bus trip to support farming and agricultural education.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal John Engelman reported the following: 
1.  Testing is complete which includes (MAP, PARCC, ISA)
2. RVC Scholar Athlete Banquet – May 3 – took one boy and one girl from GSW HS
3. Illinois Principal’s Breakfast/Banquet – May 6 – took one boy and one girl to this event
4. Handbook Update – making changes and adding wording to reflect Senate Bill 100
5. Mr. Engelman is now the Vice-President of the River Valley Athletic Conference (RVC)
6. Discipline Report – 9 incidents in April
	7. Attendance Report – 96.1% for April
8. Academic Awards night – May 3
9. Athletic Awards night – May 10
10. Finals – May 20 and 23
11. Teacher Institute Day – May 24

Board member, Cindy Gerber, suggested a Senior Survey for exiting students.  The graduating students could fill out a survey thru Google Forms or Survey Monkey.  Mr. Engelman said we could create this for next year’s graduating class.
	
FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS:
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review. Board Policies:  7:290, 7:290-AP, 7:305, 7:310, 7:325.  Some of the areas covered are – student suicide/depression awareness and social worker and staff support in those areas, student head injuries and concussions, restrictions on publications, freedom of speech, monitoring web-sites, cyber bullying and student fundraising.

MARQUEE FUNDRAISER:
It was suggested to Mr. Perrott that GSW could fundraise by putting birthdays, anniversaries and other public information on the Marquee. Mazon-Verona-Kinsman charges $5 for students or $10 for non-students.  Mr. Perrott asked the board members if this was something they thought GSW could do/ should do?  The money raised could be put in the Student Rewards account to be used for field trips, monthly drawings/prizes, etc.  Board members suggested thinking about the idea and getting back to Mr. Perrott at a future meeting.

GRUNDY COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION COOP:
Coal City has informed the members of the coop that they intend to withdraw from the collective.  This would not happen until fall 2017 (FY2018).  Mr. Perrott stated that GSW benefits from services provided by the coop.

OTHER:
Board member Katy Wepprecht stated her concern with too many Salutatorians and Valedictorians at graduation.  Who is the true Sal/Val?  Who is number 1 and 2 in the overall class?  She told board members that she received lots of complaints about too many speeches during graduation and we lost the audience during the ceremony.  She asked if someone could break down the grades, numbers, percentages and figure out the top 2 students and give only 1 Val and only 1 Sal.  Board member Cindy Gerber stated that 2 years ago there was a diverse committee formed to change the percentage over to a 4.0 scale.  This change was made because colleges want the 4.0 GPA and so that GSW could report grades to colleges / universities as other schools throughout the state do. The committee had talked about giving this system a few years, meeting again, looking at how it is working for GSW and re-visiting.  Mrs. Wepprecht agreed that it needs to be looked at again and narrowed down to the top 2 students.  Mr. Perrott suggested putting together another committee to re-visit the GPA at the start of the 2016-17 school year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Board member Katy Wepprecht also asked why the graduating class was put in alphabetical order and not into height order?  She said she received several complaints about people not being able to see the shorter, smaller students in the back row.  She suggested that we move back to height order.  She also asked why the “risers” were not used during the graduation ceremony?  Mr. Perrott stated that he did not want them used due to the following reasons:  no room to store them every year, too much stair climbing and someone could fall, too much weight being put on them and they could collapse on the stage, too much work to put them out every year and pull them on and off the stage.  Mr. Perrott said they plan to dismantle the risers and use the wood for other projects for the play.  GSW does appreciate and is very thankful to Mr. Al Jackman who donated his time to build the “risers” for the school play, but they will not be used during graduation ceremonies.






OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following:  
A.Bleachers in gym: Will be installed at the end of July 2016.  Larson Company will be doing the project. Old bleachers will be removed first.
B. Wheel chair lift: Will be installed during the Summer 2016.  Garaventa Lifts will be putting in the lift. The lift will be in the east stairwell and will go to the third floor.
C. Drop ceilings / lighting:  new lighting will be put up in the locker rooms, and ceilings in cafe, library. 
D. Library stage conversion to an office / meeting / storage space. Will be done this summer.  
E. Generator: The generator is working.  During the recent brown out the generator kicked in.
F. Plot of consolidation: Submitted to Grundy County Assessor’s Office and we are still waiting.
G. Abatement: To begin as soon as school is out, then rerouting of pipes late summer / early fall. 
H. Annual ROE Building inspection:  We received a note from the regional office that our building appears in compliance with the items / areas that were inspected. 

ACTION ITEMS:
· Approval of Amended 2016 District Budget
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd reading) Board Policies 7:190, 7:270-E2, 7:275, 7:280, 7:280-AP, 7:280E1, 7:280-E3.
· Approval of Overnight Boys Basketball Trip to the summer tournament in Jacksonville
· Accept Faculty Resignation – Cassandra Bashayreh – Spanish Teacher
· Faculty Hire – Spanish Teacher – Anne Fritch
· Accept Faculty Resignation – Christine Sukley – Special Education Teacher
· Faculty Hire – Special Education Teacher – TABLED – NO ACTION TAKEN
· Retain Varsity Volleyball Coach for 2016-2017 School Year – Amber Eisha
· Retain Cross-Country Coach for 2016-2017 School Year – Larry Lane
· Retain Softball Coach for 2016-2017 School Year – TABLED – NO ACTION TAKEN
· Accept Staff Resignation – Becky Morgan, Librarian. Retirement
· May 25, 2016 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of May.
	
SUPERINTENDENT INFORMATION ITEMS: 
· FOIA REQUESTS: A spreadsheet was distributed to board members.  
· RESIDENCY VERIFICATION / PRE-REGISTRATION: Information has gone out with fall registration regarding residency verification.  
· BGSW BAND N BASEBALL: Joliet Slammers Baseball game on Friday, June 3. Game starts at 7:05pm. The GSW Area Band is playing National Anthem before the game. 
· MEMORIAL DAY PARADE WASHINGTON DC 2017: Still putting together the information for this Gardner Area band trip. 
· SUMMER ATHLETIC CAMPS: Basketball will host a 5th-8th grade boys/girls camp and a varsity boys’ camp, June 6-8. Volleyball camp will be held June 16-18. Softball will also have a camp. 
· GAVC APRIL AWARD WINNERS:  Madelyn Patten won the Director’s Award for April.  This is the second time that she has won this year.  She is in cosmetology. 
· WRESTLING COOP: The Dwight and GSW Athletic Directors are working to put together a wrestling match to be held at GSW next winter.  Dwight is handling the logistics.
· ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
· BES Graduation – Thur, May 19
· SWGS Graduation – Fri, May 20
· FINAL EXAMS - Fri, May 20 and Mon, May 23
· Teacher Institute Day - Tues, May 24

OTHER ITEMS:
Wed, May 25th at 7:00 PM at the Gardner American Legion Hall – Illinois State Board of Education is coming to present information about consolidation.  The public is welcome to come for information.  All 3 area Grade Schools will be in attendance.  This is an information meeting only.  A PowerPoint presentation will be given by the State Board to explain the consolidation process.

BOARD OF EDUCATION REQUESTS:
Member, Cindy Gerber asked about Senate Bill 231 follow-up, GLB Railroad to come through school district. She is wondering if we should voice our concerns as a board for student safety, bus routes, etc.  Other area school districts are expressing their concerns. A letter will be prepared and forwarded. 
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