GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Budget Hearing
& Regular Meeting
September 21, 2016

PRESENTATION OF FY 2016-2017 DISTRICT BUDGET
Mr. Perrott discussed the Preliminary Budget that was reviewed at last month’s meeting and stated that there were some items changed in the Final Budget due to information received from the State.  Some personnel were also moved around and $50,000 was transferred from Working Cash into Transportation.  We are still not receiving the full reimbursement from the State for transportation.  There were no questions or comments from the Board of Education members and there were no questions from the public on the Budget.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Audit Presentation = Mrs. Janet Brown, auditor, was present at tonight’s meeting to discuss the FY16 Fiscal Audit.  She first informed the board members that she had hired a GSW graduate, Kylie King, as a summer worker.  She wanted to commend GSW for putting out such great students.  Kylie was an excellent hire, with great work skills/knowledge.  Mrs. Brown then stated that GSW HS had perfect records, all items requested were easily found, payments were made on-time, and the overall audit was great.  She mentioned that the board is very careful with their funds and they watch expenditures.  The budget is in good shape. There was a new letter insert this year that explains GSW has only 1 bookkeeper and she is checked by management and the board.  

Audience = Mr. Brian McElroy, audience member, stated that there was an addition/subtraction error in the information spreadsheet that was distributed during the Budget Hearing.  He pointed out that on the Working Cash Fund the Projected Fund Balance was incorrect.  Board President, David Doglio, reviewed the document that is being submitted to the state. After the review it was pointed out that there was an error in the information sheet, not the budget.  The correction will be made to show $494,750.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
Mr. John Engelman, Principal, reported on the following:
· Step-It-Up drawing was held for August.  Students received prizes.
· Mr. Engelman attended the RVC Principal Meeting.  They discussed dates for activities. They also discussed the guidelines for selecting Player of the Year and having only 1 student per year for this award.  He also stated that GSW High School will be hosting the RVC Math Contest this year on March 8, 2017.
· Attendance for August was 98%
· No discipline for the month of August.  Just a few dress-code violations, where students were asked to change their clothes.
· We had an all-school assembly on Thurs, Sept. 1st – where 2013 Miss Iowa, Nicole Kelly, came to speak to the students about perceptions of people and disabilities. Nicole Kelly has a disabled arm. 
· Mr. Engelman took a few students to the Coal City High School for a Military Workshop / Demos on Fri, Sept. 2.
· Mr. Engelman drove the Panther Bus and took Mrs. Heerdt and her Student Publication students to NIU in Naperville to the Walsworth Fall Design Workshop on Tues, Sept. 20.
· This Friday, Sept. 23 Mr. Engelman will drive the Panther Bus and take a few students to Coal City High School for a Post High School Job Fair.
· Wed, Sept. 14th was an 11:30 am early dismissal for students. The teachers had professional development in the afternoon.  Teachers worked on Google Classroom and updating teacher pages on the GSW website.  Our own staff conducted these training sessions.  Mrs. Fatka & Ms. DeHeer taught the Google Classroom and Mr. Gibson instructed the web pages.
· The new teachers are off to a great start and Mrs. Jennifer Arrambide is doing well transitioning into her new Special Education teaching role.
· National Honor Society Group helped with the local Mobile Food Drive Pantry on Sept. 12th, they held a Blood Drive on Sept 13th getting 29 units of blood and will hold a Food Drive the last week of Sept.
· Mr. Engelman also told the board that he asked 1 new transfer student and 2 Freshmen students how they liked GSW High School and received very positive answers.

STUDENT HANDBOOK UPDATE
Mr. Perrott informed the board members that the administration would like to add one change to the Handbook, effective next week.  The weekly eligibility time will be moved from 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM on Monday mornings.  All teachers will need to have student grades posted by 9:00 AM every Monday morning. 

FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS:
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review.   This month there are 5 additions dealing with community relations – use of the facility/building, charges to use the school building, advertisements displayed / posted in the building, visits to the school by a child sex offender and the administrative procedures on how to handle these situations.

OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following:  
· Library – is coming along, air-conditioning is now hooked back up and working, the area is being cleaned up and students are using the computers located on the north side of the library.
· Stage Area – the walls need to be sanded and painted, the floor needs to go in and the door and hardware need to be installed.
· Band Stairwell – the steps have been poured and the railings are being painted prior to installation.  The deadline for this project is middle October.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Snow Removal – waiting for bids to come in and will be opened in October.  A bid will be approved at the October board meeting.

OTHER:
Board member, Kori Speed, requested that the buses move up along the front of the building when picked up students after school.  The buses are covering up the parking lot entry / exit way.  This is a safety issue.  Mr. Engelman stated he will make a phone call to Illinois Central School Bus to make sure the buses are pulling up farther and not blocking the parking lot area.

ACTION ITEMS:
· Adoption of the FY2017 Budget
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd reading) 
· Hire Spanish Teacher – Marsha Ortega
· Hire Play Directors – Angie Neitzer and Eleanor Monferdini-Wilkey
· Approval of Application for ISBE Recognition of Schools
· Approval of the FY16 Fiscal Audit
· Accept Resignation of Staff – Cindy Fuller, P/T Custodian
· Hire Part-Time Custodian – Richard Smith
· Approval of Student Handbook Revision
· Approval of Fishing Team Assistant – Jerry Olsen
· September 28, 2016 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of September.
	



SUPERINTENDENT INFORMATION ITEMS: 
· FOIA REQUESTS – current spreadsheet was distributed to board members.
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