GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Regular Meeting
OCTOBER 21, 2015
PUBLIC COMMENT
· Guest: David Pistorius from First Midstate Investment Bankers was present to introduce information regarding the pursuit of working cash bonds.  At previous BOE meetings, the board has briefly discussed pursuing working cash bonds to provide access to revenue. Mr. Pistorius pointed out that pursuing a working cash bond at this time should not increase the tax rate for residents.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Audience:   Brian McElroy asked a few questions. He asked how much money was being transferred from Working Cash Funds into other funds?  Mr. Perrott responded that as approved in this year’s budget:  $206,161 would be abated into Education, $100,000 into O&M, and $150,000 into Transportation. Secondly, was the part-time custodial position posted on the website and in the paper? Perrott responded that it was. 
		
James Riley, Gardner Village Commissioner, complimented on how “great the school looks”.  He also stated that he would know more about the Village of Gardner’s sewer project after the Village meeting on Monday night (October 26) and would let Mr. Perrott know the status.

· Guest: Cassie Bashayreh, GSW Spanish Teacher, was present to address the BOE about a trip / taking students to a “Spanish Speaking Country.”  The country being considered is Costa Rica.  She would need a minimum of 15 total participants to be able to take a private group trip.  She distributed an information packet to each board member with details on the trip and also a list of fundraisers they can do to help students with the cost.  It would be an 8-day trip with a cost of $2,123 per student. This price would include flights, meals, ground transportation, busing, hotels, and extra trips in the country.

· Correspondence:  GSW received a Thank You letter from Terry Schultz / Village of South Wilmington Park Committee regarding the donation (participation) to Party in the Park.  
GSW also received a Thank You letter from the Class of 1955 for the Sunday afternoon (September 20) building tour given by Principal John Engelman.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal John Engelman reported the following:
· RVC Student Activity Fees:
· Beecher and IL Lutheran:  ID Card ONLY (no fees)
· St. Anne:  has a $65 Family Pass and also allows $1 per student admission and has a Cards Club for $10
· Donovan:  Pay at door ($2) or pay a $15 fee at Registration for ALL games
· Grant Park:  Family Pass and if wear the color of the night, then get in for $1
·  Tri-Point:  Family Pass or if wear proper shirt, then FREE; otherwise $2 student fee.
Consensus was from the responding schools is that they just want kids to come to the games.
· SADD:  This group has been doing some fund raisers to aid with Breast Cancer Research
· October 7:  ½ day for students with 11:30 AM early dismissal
· Students attended 20-mins sessions during the morning. The different sessions located throughout the school dealt with the theme of “Respect Yourself:  Plan for Your Future”
· Tips for Success/Social Involvement
· Choosing the Right Profession
· Choosing the Right College
· Grit – by Mr. Perrott
· Cost/Financial Aid/Scholarships
· Housing Contract/Campus Safety
· Time Management
· Overcoming Life’s Challenges
· School Pride
	●	October 7:  Professional Development for our Teachers in the afternoon at Coal City High school.  
	●	Search:  A surprise security search of all of our students occurred one morning before school.  
	●	October 16:  Jody Latham, English teacher from Bradley-Bourbonnais, worked with our English teachers here at GSW in on Friday, Oct. 16.  They worked on “mapping” the English Curriculum.  She will be returning to meet again with the English teachers on Nov. 9th.
	●	Completed 2 State Mandated safety items:
· Lockdown Drill with the Grundy County Police on Oct. 7th
· Fire Drill with the Gardner Fire Department on October 1st 
· We have 2 safety items to complete this year to be State Compliant
	●	Regionals: GSW will be hosting Volleyball Regionals, Girls Basketball Regionals and Boys Basketball Regionals this year.
	●	Building Tour = On Sept. 20th, Mr. Engelman opened GSW High School on a Sunday afternoon for a 			tour for a 60th year Class Reunion.
	●	Assembly = On October 26th GSW will host an all-school assembly in the gym about the Dangers of 			Heroin and Opiate Addictions by Tim Ryan.	

FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review.  There was some discussion regarding the policy that discusses private / homeschool student participation in GSW extracurricular activities. 

OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following projects currently taking place in the building: 
· Generator = Mr. Perrott is still waiting for a proposal from Excel and Baker Electric.  He does have a proposal from Elliot Electric. The board reviewed and discussed the proposal from Elliot Electric, but would really like to see other proposals to compare costs
· The new score board has arrived, has been installed and is currently being used during Volleyball games.  The Athletic Boosters donated $3,000 towards the purchase.
· Band Room Update = GSW has received an insurance settlement check for the flood damage that occurred last summer. 
· Surveyors from Chamlin have set stakes marking the west and south lines of the school property.  Mr. Perrott has contacted the fence company regarding setting some posts at certain corners.  Mr. Perrott wanted to be clear that “GSW is NOT putting up a fence” – only permanent posts along the property lines and corners to visually mark property lines / corners.  In the case of an event, flags can be put up along the posts to keep vehicles and pedestrians from walking and driving on our neighboring properties.
· New Interior Gym doors and new concession / ticket window counter tops are being installed / finished. 

ACTION ITEMS:
· Resolution declaring the intention to issue Working Cash Bonds for the purpose of increasing the Working Cash Fund of the District  ($755,000)
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd Reading) Board Policies
· Resolution to abate Working Cash Funds to district Education, Building, and Transportation funds. 
· Snow Removal Bid – Fatlan Trucking
· Generator Proposal – TABLE – NO ACTION
· JV Basketball Coach – K. Reynolds (pending team numbers)
· Varsity Softball Coach – Erin Galloway
· Employee Health Insurance Coverage- Approval to offer a second Insurance option to district staff.
· Employee Vision Insurance Coverage- Approval to offer group vision insurance
· Part-time Custodian Resignation – Jon Siedentop
· Part-time Custodian Hire – Cameron Craig 
· October 28, 2015 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of October.

	Superintendent Information Items:
· FOIA Requests = One request this month
· Athletic Director = Mr. Chris Gibson has been nominated to the IHSA Legislative Commission.  He will be the Athletic Director representative for Division 3.  This is a 3-year assignment.
· GAVC Director Award Winner:  Jennaveve Johnston – Early Childhood for the month of September
· 2015 Tax Levy is being prepared. A tentative levy will be prepared for discussion at the November BOE meeting. 

Board of Education Comment:
· Board was complementary of Music / Band Director Michael Leone and nice job he has done with the fall marching season. Board was complementary of the Pantherette Spirit Line and Color Guard. 
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